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President’s Comments by Jim “Frog” Jones 
 

2017 brings the World of the Swift into its 71st year.  Of a little over 1,500 
Swifts produced, in the years 1945–1952, there are approximately 700 still 
on the FAA Registry with an estimated 300 actively flying. However, the 
world of the Swift is experiencing a high incident rate with considerable 
damage to these beautiful Swifts. The root cause of these incidents/accidents 
appears to be Swifts purchased by pilots who do not have a tailwheel en-
dorsement, have a tailwheel endorsement but have not flown a Swift or 
checkout by a flight instructor authorized to give a tailwheel endorsement, 
but has not flown a Swift. In 2003, due high incident/accident numbers, the 
SMF recognized a need to establish a Swift Checkout Procedure/Recurrent 
Training Manual. In order to preserve our Swifts for the next caretakers, 
members where encouraged to not sell their Swift unless the buyer agreed 
to purchase the Swift Checkout/Recurrent Training Manual and AGREE to a 
checkout by a Swift Check Pilot. Somewhere along the way we lost focus on 
protecting the limited numbers of Swifts we have left. It appears skill levels 
are over rated, egos are large or we want to trust what the potential buyer 
is saying about getting a proper checkout. Whatever the reasons, when 
agreeing to sell your Swift be sure to ask the buyer, regardless of his/her 
flight hours, tailwheel experience, number and type airplanes he/she has 
flown, that they agree to a checkout by a Swift Checkout Pilot. 
 

The Swift Museum Foundation needs help in the following areas; 
 Newsletter articles on maintenance issues and tip, flying adven-

tures, safety issues/suggestions, local fly-in reports or any arti-
cle you feel may be of interest to the membership. 

 Suggestions on improving the webpage and a volunteer to keep 
the webpage updated on a regular basis. 

 Volunteers to finish the assembly of serial #3 in preparation of 
hanging in the new museum. 

 Regional host for Swift Gatherings, weekend events, breakfast 
or lunch. 

 Checkout Social Flight www.socialflight.com , and attend vari-
ous fly-ins and aviation events to showcase and promote the 
Swift. Few airplanes have the ramp appeal of the Swift.  

 Give a membership to the SMF to a friend. 
 Purchase a Factory Brick, Replica Brick or perhaps it is easier 

for you to purchase a Factory Brick with a friend or wingman. 
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SMF Committees 
 

Executive 
Pickens Freeman 

Paul Barnett 
Sam Swift 

Dave Carpenter 
Pamela Nunley 

 
 

Nominating 
Pick Freeman 
Will Roberson 
Pamela Nunley 

 
 

Audit 
Pickens Freeman 

Paul Barnett 
Sam Swift 

 
 

Finance 
Sam Swift 

Pick Freeman 
Pamela Nunley 

 
Fund Raising 
Jim “Frog” Jones 
Gerry Hampton 

Ernie Hansen 
 
 

Newsletter 
Pamela Nunley 

 
 
 

Nat’l Convention/Fly-in 
Paul Mercandetti 

Sandy Mercandetti 
Pamela Nunley 

 

 

Parts 
Dave Carpenter 

Asa “Bud” Brown 
Ernie Hansen 

Bo Mabry 
 
 

Formation 
Michael Kennedy 

Sandy Mercandetti 
 

Building 
Roger Weber 

Scott Anderson 
Pamela Nunley 
Paul Barnett 

 
 

IT/Web 
Tracy Rhodes 

Jim Jones 
 
 

Aging Aircraft 
Steve Wilson 
Ken Coughlin 

Dave Carpenter 
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Third Class Medical Reform — As written in AOPA 
Third Class Medical Reform and what it means, perhaps it will allow some Swift 
owners with questionable conditions to continue flying their Swifts or create a 
larger market and interest for the Swift. 
 

Aircraft specifications: Up to six seats, up to 6,000 pounds (no limitations on 
horsepower, number of engines, or gear type) 
Flight rules: Day or night, VFR or IFR 
Passengers: Up to five passengers 
Aeromedical factors: Pilots must take a free online course every two years and 
visit their personal physician every four years 
Altitude restriction: Up to 18,000 feet msl. 
Airspeed limitation: 250 knots indicated airspeed 
Pilot limitation: Cannot operate for compensation or hire. 
 

Third Class Medical Reform 
The FAA has released a final rule on third class medical reform, though it 
will be several months before pilots can fly under the new program that the 
agency has named BasicMed. 
 

Teams of AOPA experts are examining the Jan. 10 announcement, which at first 
look appears to closely mirror the legislation signed into law on July 15, 2016. 
Pilots should note that BasicMed will not be effective until May 1, so they can-
not fly under the rule until then. 
 

"BasicMed is the best thing to happen to general aviation in decades," said AOPA 
President and CEO Mark Baker. "By putting medical decisions in the hands of 
pilots and their doctors, instead of the FAA, these reforms will improve safety 
while reducing burdensome and ineffective bureaucracy that has thwarted partic-
ipation in general aviation." 
 

During the announcement, FAA Administrator Michael Huerta said, “I believe 
BasicMed is a win for the general aviation community, and I’m happy that our 
FAA team has brought it across the finish line.” 
 

In the near future, AOPA will be offering a free online medical course to let pi-
lots comply with the BasicMed rules. The course is just one part of a range of 
AOPA's Fit to Fly resources for pilots and physicians created to help people take 
full advantage of BasicMed. The Fit to Fly resources also include an interactive 
tool that helps you determine if you qualify for BasicMed as well as FAQs and 
other important information for you and your doctor. 
 

Under the reforms, pilots who have held a valid medical certificate any time in 
the decade prior to July 15, 2016, may not need to take another FAA medical ex-
am.  The 10-year look back  period  applies to both regular  and special  issuance  
 

 When paying your dues, round off to $100.00. 
 Make purchases from the Swift Store. 
 Sell tickets for the 2017 Swift Museum Foundation Fund Raising 

Raffle, going on sale March 1st with the drawing on June 24th. 
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Sam Swift 
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Founded by  

Charles E. “Charlie” Nelson 
1968 
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medicals. Pilots whose most recent medical certificate was revoked, suspended, 
withdrawn, or denied will need to obtain a new medical certificate before they 
can operate under the reforms. Pilots who have never held an FAA medical certif-
icate, including student pilots, will need to go through the process one time only. 
 

After meeting the initial requirements to fly under the reforms, pilots will need to 
visit any state-licensed physician at least once every four years and take the free 
aeromedical factors online course every two years. The course will be available 
for free on AOPA’s website. A certificate of completion of the course and the 
checklist from the physician must be kept in the pilot’s logbook; alternatively, pi-
lots may carry a legible representation, such as a smartphone image, of the docu-
ment to be able to show to an FAA inspector if asked. The checklist will be a four
-page form that includes instructions for you and your physician. No information 
from the checklist you complete along with your physician is sent to the FAA. 
 

"The course will put the focus on safety," said AOPA Pilot Information Center 
Medical Certification Section Director Gary Crump. "We encourage members to 
take notes as they work though the course so they’re prepared to answer the ques-
tions at the end." 

Chairman’s Comments by Pick Freeman 
Fellow Swifters, Happy New Year and I hope that you received all the Swift gadgets 
and toys that your wallet could absorb.  You can still order that new ADS-B and beat 
the rush.  I did get a nice check for $500 from the FAA as an incentive to beat the rush.  
If the offer is still good, by all means, take advantage of it.  I got the Garmin GTX345 
and am quite happy with it.  I didn’t know it could show so many airplanes on my Gar-
min GTN430, but it does. Now I get apprehensive when I can see the traffic and be 
warned, since I didn’t know about them previously. Definitely a safety upgrade.  I can’t 
recommend the upgrade enough.  I am also having a Century I autopilot problem.  I 
sent the gyro and the servo back to be overhauled and when they came back, I still 
found they would not track the course nor turn the plane in the heading mode.  We’re 
still working on this problem.  Should any Swifter have any ideas, please call me and 
let’s talk.  I love talking about Swifts. But I crave an operable autopilot. 
 

The next item that I’ll bring up is a problem that is becoming all too common and not 
good for our organization.  We have had another Swift with a ground loop, shear the 
gear wreck.  This one was out in the Austin, San Marcos, Texas area.  This was another 
unqualified pilot that thought he knew how to fly a tail dragger, but obviously did not.  
I understand he was with a non-Swift instructor when they did the ground loop.  I also 
heard that it got at least one gear, wingtip, and prop.  All my contacts and conversations 
with other Swifters say this could have been avoided had the pilot trained to Swift re-
quirements and standards.  He was being trained, but lacked tail wheel time and total 
airplane time. All too sad.  The Swift was #387, converted and restored to perfection by 
Bill Jennings down in Dalton, Ga.  Before Bill sold it, he had been to the west coast 27 
times and to all the fly-ins, garnering numerous awards and decorations for himself and 
the plane.  This is so sad two see a beautiful machine like this so badly scarred and 
wrecked.  But the worst thing about this incident is there are now no parts to fix this 
plane, or if there are, they will be nearly impossible to find.  More on the parts next 
month.  Thanks for your patience and keep the blue side up!    
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


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
     
   
  
    
    



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



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Executive Director’s Comments by Pam Nunley 
Many thanks to everyone for helping to make 2016 another great year for Swift!  It is hard to believe we are now 
officially into the organization’s 49th year.  Remember us when planning your travels this year. We would love to 
have you visit your beautiful facility anytime you are passing through the area. I truly believe you will be pleased 
and proud of all the accomplishments you have made possible to honor and support the Swift. 
 

Parts Department News —We have completed our annual inventory and continue to find items that will help 
to keep the Swift flying.  The process of searching out serviceable items is a long and tedious process. We are 
constantly working on this project as help is available.  So, if you are in need of something we don’t presently 
have on the shelf, please give us a chance to search our salvage parts. We just may be able to help.  
 

The 2017 fly-in season is just around the corner. Please remember that your Parts Department stocks a full sup-
ply of seal kits and bolt and bushing kits to service your Swift.  We also stock the BZ-7RQIT gear micro switch 
as well as the hard to find AN3022-3 flap & gear switch. We now have in stock ready to go right & left #15976 
gear actuators (core required). We also have a limited supply of #16084 Chrome Struts and #16085 Strut 
bushings.  Don’t forget your polishing supplies for that “fun” but rewarding task! We stock Nuvite, our specially 
manufactured polishing cloth, Cyclo polishers and a full range of cleaners. 
 

2017 Fund Raising Raffle— “Save the Date” for our 2017 Raffle kick-off on March 1st. If you would like to 
reserve your ticket in advance just give us a call here at HQs. Tickets are $100.00 each (same as last year).  
 

Newsletter— help wanted!  We are in need of input for our monthly newsletter.  If you are in a position to 
submit interesting stories, maintenance information, new member bio’s, etc. By all means do so. We need your 
input to keep the newsletter informative and enjoyable.  Please send your information as a Word document and 
any photos in separate .jpg files.   Join us in this ultimate team effort! Thanks so much for your help. 

 


