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Executive Director Report 
by Scott Anderson 

With summer officially upon us we should be writing about all the flying ac-

tivities that Swift members have been attending. No such luck this year, with 

the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. However, there is activity in the Swift com-

munity with airplanes changing hands and new members continuing to join 

the Foundation.  With the enthusiasm we’re seeing even in these trying times, 

2021 ought to be great! 

  

Paul Mercandetti has a report on the current status of our National Conven-

tion in this newsletter. Everyone please continue to be safe and keep your 

fingers crossed! 

 

We are finally moving ahead with the Replica Brick Program that will 

place lazar engraved 

bricks around the Swift 

flagpole (pole and base 

from Globe Aircraft 

Corp.) outside of our mu-

seum. As soon as the next 

order arrives, we will 

begin the installation of 

these bricks. If you haven't ordered a 

brick and would like to participate, 

contact us at Headquarters and we can 

get you set up.  A very affordable way 

to support your Foundation and have a 

permanent display reflecting your con-

nection to this great organization. 
 

As pictured on page 6 of this newslet-

ter, the original Globe Factory 

Bricks are still being purchased for the display in the entrance hallway to 

the museum.  These are very limited in number and about 2/3 of them have 

been sold.  Don’t miss the chance to have your brick displayed prominently 

in your museum.  Truly a special opportunity! 
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SMF Committees 
 

Executive 

Paul Barnett 

Paul Mercandetti 

Sam Swift 

Scott Anderson 
 
 

Nominating 
Paul Barnett 

Pick Freeman 

Scott Anderson 
 
 

Audit 

Paul Barnett 

Paul Mercandetti 

Sam Swift 
 

 

Finance 
Sam Swift 

Paul Barnett 

Scott Anderson 

 

 

Fund Raising 
Jim “Frog” Jones 

 
 

 

Newsletter 

Pamela Nunley 

 

 

Nat’l Convention/Fly-in 

Paul Mercandetti 

Sandy Mercandetti 

Scott Anderson 
 

 

 

 

Parts 

Steve Wilson 

Ken Coughlin 

Steve Roth 

 
 
 

Formation 
Paul Mercandetti 

Jim Roberts 

 

 

Building 
Roger Weber 

Scott Anderson 

Paul Barnett 

 
 

IT/Web 
Tracy Rhodes 

Jim Jones 
 

 
 

Aging Aircraft 
Steve Wilson 

Ken Coughlin 

Dave Carpenter 

 

President’s Comments 
by Jim “Frog” Jones 

The aircraft insurance has changed the past year going from a soft market to a 

hard market. What is meant by hard market is it is getting more difficult to get 

coverage. Some of the reasons are, age over 70 years old, vintage aircraft, re-

tractable gear aircraft and losses within in a certain type of aircraft.  Some of 

the vintage aircraft have difficulty getting replacement parts which discourages 

insurance from writing coverage on that type airplane. 

  

If you have had insurance coverage with a company for a number of years it is 

better to stay with that company rather than shop the market for a lower rate. 

When the market turns hard and you have been a loyal customer for years you 

will be given better consideration on retaining coverage.  Rates may increase by 

10-15%, but you will still have coverage. I am hearing of rates increasing 10-

100% depending on the type of aircraft and pilot experience.  

  

We have Swifts with values from $15,000.00 to $150,000.00. Make sure you 

have proper hull coverage on your Swift, a prop strike or gear up landing can 

exceed $50,000.00. If the Swift is a total loss by the insurance company, what 

are the chances it will ever be rebuilt?  However, some owners may elect to 

have liability coverage only and self-insure for hull coverage. 

  

On page ?? is an article originally published in June 2020 AOPA Pilot mag-

azine and written by Richard McSpadden, Executive Director, AOPA Air Safety 

Institute.  

 

 

Swift National 2020 Convention Committee 
By Paul Mercandetti 

 

Our BOD met last week and after much discussion it was concluded that we 

would continue to plan for an October fly-in with a final go-no go date of Au-

gust12.  I am securing hotel rooms and food vendors with their understanding 

that it may be necessary to cancel in August.  Thus far they have all been very 

understanding as we are not their only problem child.  Their has been a lot of 

activity as many events have been delayed and are being rescheduled for, you 

guessed it, October.   

 

Unfortunately the Comfort Inn has been booked since January for a family reun-

ion on our week but the Fairfield by Marriott is across the street and they 

can take us for about the same price of $95+tax per night (last year’s rate was 

$89+tax).  It was difficult to negotiate a good rate with the increase in activity for 

October.  Feast or famine as they say.  As usual you will book directly with the 

hotel (be sure to mention Swift Museum for discount).  You will be responsi-

ble to cancel or alter your room reservation for weather delays if necessary. 
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If we decide not to go ahead as planned, I will cancel the Swift Museum block 

for ALL rooms on August 13.  If you make your reservation outside the block I 

will not know about it and cannot accept responsibility.   

 

          Fairfield Inn  

         106 Burkett L Witt Blvd. 

         Athens, TN  37303 

         marriott.com 

         423-507-0870 (local phone) 

  

Please, Please, Please pre-register! I will be adjusting the block of rooms 

and ordering food based on the number of people I know are coming,  Always, 

our biggest problem area. Remember, we get stuck for the bill if we over or-

der.  Also, it can get cool in the evenings in October, plan accordingly. 

 

 

Swift Formation Committee “SFC” 
by Paul Mercandetti 

This week I gathered up all our formation files and computer and made a trip 

down to our Museum.  It has been a while since I spent any time at the muse-

um and it was good to be back.  Scott and Sue have been holding down the 

fort and things look great as expected.  Sue and I (mostly Sue) are trying to re-

vamp our formation files and bring them up to date.  Our old computer pro-

gram is very old and difficult to use so we are trying to come up with another 

way of doing it without incurring any cost.  It is ironic that 100 years ago I used 

to build computers but never learned to program them. 

 

It was sad to realize how many members we have lost over the years and sur-

prising to see our inactive formation list has grown.  We have had a great num-

ber of our Swift family go through the formation school and that is gratifying 

but not all maintain card currency.  The only problem comes when you want to 

become re-current... You have to take another check-ride.  While you do not 

need a card to fly formations, you do need one if you have any plans to do so 

in waivered airspace.  It can be difficult to schedule a check-ride at the last mi-

nute if you need one. It’s much easier to send in the Proficiency Card and your 

$15 to maintain currency.  In any case, get out there and fly and keep your skills 

sharp and have fun. 

 

Stan Price, Jim Roberts, Don Abbott, Gerry Hampton, Sandy Mercandetti, and I 

are your current check-pilots.  Stan has brought to my attention a couple of 

issues that should be resolved. I will be scheduling a conference call meeting 

soon to discuss them and we will send out any changes to our active formation 

pilots.  In the meantime, you can find more than you want to know on fly-

fast.org.  If you find something you don’t understand, or a discrepancy, call one 

of us. 

http://marriott.com/
http://flyfast.org/
http://flyfast.org/
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 The following article originally published in June 2020 AOPA Pilot magazine. 
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Super Swift for Sale – priced to sell @ $59,500 
1946 GC 1B  Serial Number 2276   

Airframe TTSN: Approx. 1755 Hours 

Engine: Continental IO-360, 210 HP, TSOH: 335 

Constant Speed Prop TSOH: 335 

Always Hangared, Same Owner for 19 years since Restoration by Swift Aviation 

 

Equipment & Features: 
Harley Howell Custom Gull-Wing Canopy 

P-51 Style Gear Doors 

Fiberglass Buckaroo-Style Wingtips 

Lischer Stick Kit – Control Sticks 

Cessna 150 Seats, rebuilt and re-covered 

Airtex Interior professionally installed 

Fiberglass Cowling 

Closed Aileron Slots 

Aft Battery Access Door and Relocation Kit 

Heavier Wing Attach Straps 

Additional structural upgrades with 210 Engine install 

Painted by Ed’s Aircraft Refinishing, Brookhaven, NY 

Wingtip Strobe lights 

Avionics: 
King KY-97A Flip-Flop Com 

Apollo SL-60 GPS/Com 

King KT-76C Digital Transponder - would work with Tail Beacon ADF (not installed) 

PS Engineering PMA-4000 Intercom 

EDM 700 JPI Engine Monitor 

Electronics International R-1 Digital Tach 

Narco Nav 121 

Narco Nav 122 

Avionics Master Switch 

Located at 44N, Sky Acres Airport, Millbrook, NY. 

Contact Owner:  Jeff Wimmer — 914-474-0191 — jeffwimmer@gmail.com 

 
 

Parts Wanted — Alturair belly tanks for GC-1B — John Frederick,  fredo.a330@gmail.com 

 

 

 
Swift oriented CFI is available 

 

Swift oriented CFI is available in North Georgia,  Western NC,  and Eastern TN.  

I am available for tail wheel checkouts as well. 

 

Tom "Swift" Gray 

TC_Gray@Mac.com 

Jasper, GA —  KJZP 

mailto:jeffwimmer@gmail.com
mailto:fredo.a330@gmail.com
mailto:TC_Gray@Mac.com


 

 

  — Original Globe Aircraft Corporation factory bricks — 
Limited quantity available! 


